THE BELL STREET "PARK BOULEVARD” PROPOSAL
The Cn‘:zr of Seattls, working with the Belltown community, proposes to transform Bell Street from
1™ to 5™ Avenue into a “Park Boulevard,” This project would create 17,000 SF of new park space to
serve the Belltown communlty by converting a traffic lane and reconfiguring parking to create a wide
linear open space with landscaping, lighting and pedestrian amenities, This would make a vital
connection through Belltown from the Waterfront to Regrade Park and on to Denny Park. The project
would be managed by Seattle’s Department of Parks and Recreation {Parks), in coordination with the
Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT). The project would use $2.5M in funding from the 2008
voter-approved Parks and Green Spaces Levy. It would be built in 2010 following a community
engagement process to finalize the design later this year.

Community and City Support

The project addresses Belltown’s long-standing need for open space. A “Green Street” designation for
Bell Street was first adopted in the 1985 Downtown Plan, which called for landscaped, pedestrian-priority
connections through Belltown and other neighborhoods as a way to encourage residential growth and
improve ltvability. This desire for finear open space connections within the neighborhood was later
‘confirmed as part of the 1998 Denny Regrade/Belltown Neighborhood Plan. More recently, Belltown
organizations have requested that the City take action to create a park boulevard on Bell Street to
provide open space and improve connections to existing parks. The City of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan
calls for “Green Streets” to meet open space needs in built-out neighborhoods, and Bell is designated as
a Green Street in the Seattle’s Right-of-Way Improvement Manual. -

SDOT has carefully reviewed the proposed design and approved the necessary traffic changes. The street
would provide one travel lane and parking adequate to meet traffic demand.

Public Safety and Comfort

Ensuring public safety is a top priority. Improvements will ensure open sightlines, and high-quality
pedestrian lighting will discourage anti-social behavior and avoid glare to upper-story residents. Bell
Street will be designated a “Park Boulevard” which brings with it a staffed presence from the Parks
Department's Park Rangers and allows both the Rangers and the Seattle Police Department (SPD) to
issue "Park Exclusions” for offensive behavior. SPD's Belltown Bike Squad will be a public safety presence
when the project opens to set the right tone for safe community enjoyment.

Sidewalks, Utlhtles and Access and Landscapmg

Existing sidewalks, utilities, driveways and alleys will be maintained in their current location and rebuilt to
current standards as needed at no cost to the adjacent property owner. There will be no changes to -
building access as part of the project. Landscapmg, lighting and other improvements will be provided and
maintained by the City,

Why Now? :
Seattle City Light (SCL) is currently replacing utilities in Bell Street from 2" 10 5™ Avenues This work
provides the opportunity to rebuild the street in a different way, consistent with the “Park Boulevard” -
concept. By “piggy-backing” on SCL's work, we are able to realize significant cost savings.

How Can | Get Involved? :
The City will be hosting an open house to present the conceptual plans to be followed by design
workshops in the fall. Please attend and make your voice heard!

Bell Street Park Boulevard Open House
Juneq,zoog 4:00 p.m, — 7:00 p.m.
intersection of 2™ Ave. and Bell (we'll be easy to spot) f‘ SD OT
9 ; Contact: Gary Johnson at 206.615.0787 or at }
ATTLE FHRRS gary.johnson@seattle.gov ..
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P':"oposed Priority for Parks and Open Space in
' Belltown

12/13/2006

1. Based upon the Belltown Neighborhood Plan, past work and
studies, our current interests and the environment, we should
put top priority on Green Streets and quality streetscape, with
initial priority on Bell Street as a Street Park and the streetscape
work on 3rd Avenue,

2. In parallel, we should work with the city to develop incentives for
private developers to incorporate pocket parks in their new
developments, '

3. Support current city efforts to make downtown parks more
functional, and as that occurs to continue to push for a centrally
located, people park (square) of one-half to a full block in
Belltown in the future.

Endorsed by:

Belltown Community Council

Belltown Business Association

Belltown Housing and Land Use Committee (BHLUS)
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